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of apparently healthy animals. The large percentage of raw market milk infected with this organism is due to the prevalent bulking of the milk supplies. The milk from one affected cow will infect that from all the remaining healthy animals in the herd, or even milk from several other farms, provided the whole quantity is mixed together. It is sometimes stated that such bulking will dilute the infection. This, however, is fallacious, as has been proved by the biological examination of bulked milk when the infection has been traced back to one infected animal. This has occurred in many cases.
The bovine type of organism is chiefly responsible for non-pulmonary infections in man, the infection occurring almost exclusively in the alimentary tract, in which situation the predominant source of harm is milk consumed in its natural raw state. Naturally, the disease occurs chiefly in children up to five years of age, who are the largest consumers of milk. Above the age of sixteen years there is a progressive diminution in the incidence of the disease. The fact that there has been a marked fall in the non-pulmonary death-rate during the last few years is held by many members of the agricultural community to show that the disease, both in the human being and in animals, is rapidly becoming a negligible factor. There are five reasons for this decrease, none of which can be said to show that the incidence of disease generally among dairy cattle is considerably less than it was twenty years ago. These factors are :
(1)  Increased interest in clean milk production with consequent healthier stock.
(2)  Increased veterinary inspection, in which animals showing clinical signs are slaughtered.
(3)   Increased sampling of milk for biological examination, with the consequent removal and slaughter of affected animals under the Tuberculosis Orders, 1925 and 1938.
(4)  Great increase in the quantity of milk which is either pasteurised or sterilised before sale.    Such milk, if efficiently treated, is free from the organisms, as they are destroyed by the heating process although they may have been present in the milk before treatment.
(5)   Increased activity by Child Welfare Centres.    Many more babies are being fed on dried milk than was formerly the case.    Further, many Child Welfare Authorities who supply fresh milk take precautions to ensure that the supply is above suspicion,
Dr. Stanley Griffiths reports that, in an unselected scries of 1,068 cases of human tuberculosis investigated by him in this country, 20-7 per cent, were attributable to bovine infection. The figures he gives show an incidence of 37*55 per cent, of bovine disease in children tinder five years of age, with a progressive diminution to 6-25 per cent, from sixteen years of age upwards. Dr. Griffiths has also shown that a large proportion of the non-pulmonary cases which occur, especially in children, are caused by the bovine type of organism, and he gives the figures set out in Table 3 on page 26,
The percentage of bovine infection in the 1,321 cases was 22*47. This compares favourably with the figures mentioned by the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, which discovered that, of 60 cases investigated, 23 per cent, were of bovine type. In the Report of the People's League of Health previously mentioned, investigations revealed the following facts ;
(1)  Approximately 6 per cent, of all deaths from tuberculosis are caused by the bovine type of organism.
(2)  Some 2,000 deaths occur annually from this cause, most of which are children,